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Overview
In the past year the Trust’s projects progressed steadily. Smaller projects, like school outings or help with business plans, are spreading. As is study help for students, a standing project. In the other standing project, the
planned community resource centre in the historical fishing village, the prescribed legal progress is still slow. The
process of public participation and approval is nevertheless at an advanced stage. If it is successful the centre
will be erected in 2011.

1. Standing Projects
• Bursaries
Eighteen students received financial support from the Trust in the current financial year; they are
Unine Baatjies, Keith Nell, Jody Marthinus, Janine Marthinus, Johnelize Europa, Lucrechia Murtz, Nadine Grandfield, Shane Swart, Bronwynne Januarie, Marcia Murtz, Keenan Dyers, Ancelyn Fielies, Morgan Booysen, Nolene Marthinus, Monica Marthinus, Inge Baadjies, Ilze Baadjies and Wilhelm Afrika.
The trust has now helped some thirty students. No student applicant has yet been turned away. Help
to a student may well be limited initially, but increases in relation to the student’s performance and
the extent of their studies. The Trust does not just assist with university study, but also with practical
career-orientated training.
If the Trust is to assist more deserving people from the fishing community, it is essential that the donor
base be expanded. So far, there are two core donors and a small group of supplementary donors. Ideally there should be more core donors as well as more making smaller contributions. At the same time
the fishing community itself needs to organise more active support for the Trust’s activities. Without this,
assistance to students cannot continue to grow.

• Fish House
Plans for a support, heritage and visitor centre at the entrance to the village have already been approved at community meetings, as well as by the Fishermen’s Union and SAHRA, the South African
national heritage foundation. The public process in terms of NEMO is under way, but has yet to be
finalised for Cape Agulhas Municipality to give final approval. We expect that the centre will be constructed in the first part of 2011 and that it will be of real practical benefit to the community.
The provisional name of the centre is Fish House. A section of Fish House, the heritage centre, will be
named after Anna Fitzgerald; the Anna Fitzgerald Trust is a core donor of the planned centre.
An exposition of the purpose and function of the planned centre is attached separately. The preamble to the centre has been dealt with in previous annual reviews and can be read on the Trust’s website (www.arnistonalive.org.za - see WACDT, annual reports). A model of the planned building and
its immediate surrounds is open for inspection at the offices of Martin Kruger Architects.
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2. Financial statements
Income from donations for the 2009-2010 financial year was R318 000. R304 000 was spent on bursaries or on smaller community projects. Administrative expenses were R21 800. In the previous financial
year the income was R131 000, the distribution R112 000 and administrative expenses R6 000.
The audited financial statements are included.

3. Supervision
The Trust is registered with the Master of the High Court (Number: IT3854/2004); with the Department
of Community Development (042-478-NPO); and with the Receiver of Revenue, under sections 30 and
18a of the Income Tax Act.
The auditors of the Trust are PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc. (Reg no: 1998/012055/21). Auditing is done
according to GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles). The trustees in the past financial year
are: Catheleen Marthinus, Colin Bird, Vivian Lourens, André Marthinus and Hannes van Zyl.

4. Conclusion
The Trust’s contribution in the community is gradually taking shape. 2011 will be an important year for
executing the building project and for initiating other new projects. There is still much work to be done,
but there is also the will to do it.

Chairman
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Fish House
1. Project name:
2. Time frame:

Fish House Visitor, Heritage and Resource Centre.

Proposed date for start of building: June 2011

3. Objectives:
3.1

To build Fish House Centre at the historical fishing village of Kassiesbaai in Arniston/Waenhuiskrans,
Western Cape
This unique village accommodates an active fishing community and is the last remaining, historically
preserved, fishing village in South Africa. The village and its surroundings have been declared a Grade 1
Cultural Landscape.
Upon completion, the centre will provide, amongst other offerings:
• a museum displaying the history and living heritage of the area
• a facility for meetings, functions and other matters of the community
• a centre for tourists
• a training and educational facility open to all Kassiesbaai residents, encouraging new tourism em
ployment opportunities for the community in the field of eco-tourism and environmental education.
• generation of income to provide ongoing funds for the renovation, upgrading and preservation of the
village

3.2

To stock and equip Fish House
The centre will require the following:
• For the museum: electronic touch screens, archaeological finds, research into archaeological sites, research into the community and its village
• For the visitors centre: computers, internet access, furnishing.

4. Background
The fishing village forms part of the Waenhuiskrans Cultural Landscape. It is the last largely self-sufficient
fishing community with a Grade 1 national status on the entire South African coast.
The area has a long and interesting history. Kassiesbaai was established in 1905 after the fishing community
in the bay protested against eviction by local landowners in a petition to the Cape Governor General. In
1934 the fishermen established the Fishermen’s Union, and the property was formally placed under management of the Union and the community.
Since then, the community has survived the onslaught of apartheid and forced removals. In the 1970s public protest, in which the residents of Arniston/Waenhuiskrans and Kassiesbaai joined hands, resulted in the
authorities backing off from plans to move the community and demolish the fishing village.
The rapid decline of the fishing industry and new restrictions on fishing have seen the community’s income
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dwindle. Government fishing quotas are smaller and harder to come by with fish stocks shrinking. Many
fishermen are now jobless.
The result is that, in a small village far from any industry, with little access to any income other than
tourism, support is needed for the community to grow its income from this activity.
To this end, constant renovation and upgrading are needed to maintain the village and ensure that its
unique beauty and history are not lost to future generations.

5. Building the Fish House Centre
5.1

Building plans
Architect Martin Kruger of KrugerRoos Architects in Cape Town developed the building plans for the
centre. It will be erected on property managed by the Fishermen’s Union. The Waenhuiskrans Arniston
Community Development Trust and the Fishermen’s Union have entered into an agreement of use.

5.2

Potential tourists
Kassiesbaai, the adjacent Arniston harbour and the Waenhuiskrans Nature Reserve have much potential for attracting tourists; both to the benefit of the local fishing community and for making this
project financially and historically viable, long beyond its development period.
The centre will consist of:

5.3

•

A museum celebrating the living heritage of the area with historical artefacts, oral histories, the
history of Arniston in picture and word, and more. Around Kassiesbaai are many sites of historical
and archaeological interest. Combining these with scientific information about the entire region
will enhance awareness of its special local culture and history. This will also help drive the preservation of the village.

•

A facility where local folk can come together for meetings, functions and to deal with community
matters, as well as a community support centre.

•

A visitors’ information centre with a map displaying such things as craft centres and local features
and services that interest tourists, as well as guided tours to scenic and historic sites like the ancient
fish traps, the community cemeteries and many other places of interest and beauty.

•

A training and educational facility for members of the fishing community, to help them access
tourism income.

Support for the project
The fishing community has been involved with this project since the start. They have made important
contributions to the formulation of the plan, both in community meetings and in personal discussion.
The idea that the area surrounding the fishing harbour is a special, sensitive zone that needs special
planning, to form the living heart of the village, has been formally adopted in the Municipality’s spatial development framework.
Experts – businesspeople, engineers, architects and planners – who were involved with the community in the planning of the project include, among others, Prof. Fabio Todeschini, emeritus professor
of town planning at the University of Cape Town, and Mr David Jack, former project leader for the
development of Cape Town Waterfront.

 | Waenhuiskrans/Arniston Community Development Trust

Proposed plans and area
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